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variety to their existence, and unceasingly producing
beautiful forms to be, as it were, its living playthings.
And when we contemplate the battles of mortal men
and the weapons they use when, ranked in graceful
order, they fight against each other, it appears to us
like a Pyrrhic dance; and it suggests to our minds the
thought that the serious business of mankind is
nothing but play, and that death is not at all to
be feared; for, after all, those who die in battle only
anticipate by a short time that which would happen
to them in age, and those who depart soonest from
the earth will the sooner come back. Agftfrk
if men be deprived of their property, they may
easily compute with themselves that it was nofc
really their own beforehand, and that the robbers
have gained no serious possession in that of which
they will soon themselves be robbed; for, we may
even say, to keep such goods is worse than to lose them.
We must, then, regard all that befals us like actions
upon a stage, and we must consider that the murders,
the various kinds of death, the conquest and plundering
of cities, are but changes of scene and character, and
theatrical imitations of tears and lamentation. For
here, as in all the vicissitudes of life, it is not the
inner soul but the outward shadow of humanity which
laments and complains and bewails itself when, with
the whole earth as stage, men make their manifold
exits and entrances. Such, indeed, are the doings of